Introduction

MISCELLANEA GEOGRAPHICA -REGIONAL STUDIES ON DEVELOPMENT
Special attention was paid in the research to the reasons behind the choice of geography as a major and the variety of ideas and opinions on the future jobs and professions that could be practiced by geography graduates. In both centres, students have the opportunity to obtain teaching credentials so the students' attitudes towards the profession of geography teacher was also explored. The following detailed objectives were established for the study:
-To compare the reasons for studying geography by students in academic centres of both national and regional significance.
-To compare how these students perceive geographers.
-To compare how these students perceive opportunities for professional development after graduating with a degree in geography.
In order to identify and compare reasons for choosing geography as a major by students at both university centres, a survey of 172 first and second-year students on the bachelor's degree course was organised in the 2010/2011 academic year. The questionnaire was completed by 91 students from the faculty of Geography and Regional Studies at the University of Warsaw, of which 57 (60%) were women and 32 (40%) were men. The sample structure by gender reflects the proportion of female to male students in both centres.
The majority of the Warsaw students (82%) were inhabitants of cities, 10% were inhabitants of rural areas and the remaining 8% did not reveal where they lived. In terms of the region of origin of these students, the majority came from the Masovian Voivodeship (81%) and inhabitants of the Warsaw agglomeration dominated this group (52 people). The remaining students were inhabitants of Lublin Voivodeship (7%), Podlasie Voivodeship (2%) and a few were from the Silesian and Łódź Voivodeships.
As for the Warsaw students who took part in the study, inhabitants of cites also dominated the group of Kielce students surveyed (74%). The majority of these respondents came from the Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship (78%), some came from the Masovian (9%) and Podkarpackie Voivodeships (8%) and there was a handful of people from the Silesian, Lublin and Łódź Voivodeships.
A questionnaire consisting of eight questions was used in the research: five questions were open-ended and three were closed-ended.
Characteristics of the university centres
Geography has been a formal discipline at the University of 
Research results
Reasons for choosing geography as a degree subject Analysis of the reasons students gave for choosing geography reveals that for the Kielce students, the reasons are more diverse than for the Warsaw students. Despite the fact that a willingness to develop interests dominates in both cases, a much smaller percentage of the Kielce students gave this reason (Fig. 1) . A similar number of people in both cases consider their future profession when choosing geography as a major, although this is a much smaller percentage of students (see Fig. 1 ). The Kielce students displayed a more diverse variety of motivations.
Apart from the features of the subject of geography itself that were noted in similar proportions by the Warsaw students, important motivations for enrolling on a geography degree course included that the respondents studied geography at matura level (secondary senior school final exam), they found it easy to get on to this programme, the course offered the opportunity to travel and that they weren't admitted to another degree course or to another university. In case of the Warsaw students, these reasons were given much less frequently, although a new reason was introduced there which was related to the prestige of the university.
In the case of choosing studies in the regional centre (Kielce), it emerged that it is the desire to obtain a higher education, which is not a significant motivation for the students from the national university centre (Warsaw), is much more important.
Fig 1. Reasons for choosing geography as a major Fig 2. Ideas concerning geographers
A high diversity in views on geographers was noted (see Fig. 2 ). Warsaw students were characterised by more diverse views than their colleagues from Kielce.
For the Warsaw students, a geographer is above all a person who has a wide knowledge about the world around them, as well as a person who travels, researches and discovers. Few people from this group thought of working outdoors as one of the qualities of a geographer.
For the Kielce students, a much higher percentage agreed that it was not only knowledge of the world around them but also the ability to research and discover that are qualities of a geographer. Further, the Kielce students attached more significance to working outdoors and abilities related to reading maps. Unfortunately, among both groups of students there were many answers in the category of "other" and included answers to the effect that a geographer is a person who "is seeking a job, is unemployed, does not find a job in his profession, knows nothing", but also more optimistic statements such as "is not bored" among them.
Professions that can be practiced after graduating with a degree in geography Significant differences have also been observed in students'
perceptions of the professions that can be practiced after graduating with a degree in geography. Despite the fact that students from both Warsaw and Kielce name similar professions, there are significant differences in their choices (see Fig. 3 ). The Warsaw students perceive many more possibilities for practicing professions related to geography than the Kielce students and they note teaching, cartography and climatology as possible options, but only by a small group of people. Unfortunately there is also (an admittedly small) group of students who see no professions in the labour market that can be practiced by geography graduates.
Professions with which the students associate their future Views on professions that the students would like to practice after graduation look rather different (see Fig. 4 ). The students of the regional university centre are much more optimistic and tended to see those professions that were possible for geography graduates as the same as those which will be practiced by them in the future. These are related with work in travel agencies, schools and offices, while professions unrelated to geography come in fourth place. Respondents who have not decided on their future profession account are the fifth largest group.
Some individuals relate their future with such professions as surveyor, hotelier, scientist or cartographer.
Of the Warsaw students, a higher percentage, particularly among the male students, have not yet decided on their intended future profession. A significant proportion of these respondents wanted to practice professions that are not related to geography.
The profession of a meteorologist enjoys great popularity within this group, most of all among women, although a teacher or cartographer were mentioned less frequently. Some individuals relate their future with profession of a hydrologist, an office worker or with a job in tourism.
Profession -teacher
Analysis of the survey results shows that a higher number of the Warsaw students (34% of the respondents) imagine themselves as teachers compared with those from Kielce (22%) (see Fig. 5 ). In both cases, more people can see themselves as geography teachers than those who hope to find work in this profession.
Despite this, regardless of their own expectations, a large majority of respondents in both centres (62% of respondents in Warsaw, 52% in Kielce) wants to obtain teaching credentials 9 (see Fig. 6 ), and this is particularly true for women.
Students also expressed a willingness to obtain the certification needed to practice other professions (see Fig. 7 ). Students from both groups mentioned most frequently certification related to the tourism industry i.e. to work as a guide, a tour guide or an entertainer. Some individuals also mentioned other qualifications, such as operating above-ground geodetic devices. 9 In Poland, passing a pedagogic module within a university degree course (consisting of pedagogy, psychology, subject didactics, a teaching internship and voice emission)
is a condition for obtaining teaching credentials. MISCELLANEA GEOGRAPHICA -REGIONAL STUDIES ON DEVELOPMENT
Summary
Developing one's interests is the most important reason for taking up geography for students both in Warsaw and Kielce, but this reason is more significant for the Warsaw students. For students from Kielce, the reasons for choosing to study geography wee more diverse and the fact that the subject was taken at high school, a willingness to travel, getting a higher education and easy admittance to university turned out to be more important.
There is a difference of views between the two groups of respondents regarding the qualities that characterise a geographer. Students from Warsaw believe that it is not only wide knowledge, but also the ability to research and discover that characterises geographers. Students from Warsaw also attach more importance to travelling, whereas those from the regional centre emphasise working outdoors and a good sense of direction.
There is also a strong difference in perceptions between the two groups of students of the professions that can be practiced after graduating in geography. Geography students from Warsaw mention many more possibilities, including being a teacher, a cartographer, a meteorologist, an office worker, a scientist and a travel agency worker. In the case of students from Kielce, the answers are limited to three professions: a travel agency worker, a teacher and an office worker. Some of the people from this group were not able to point out any profession that could be practiced after graduating in geography.
The students' hopes for their future professions shows a high variability. Students from Kielce have a much more positive attitude and mention those professions which they consider can be practiced, namely a travel agency worker, a teacher and an office worker. Students from Warsaw have different perceptions of their future and this group is characterised by stronger indecisiveness and higher willingness to practice professions unrelated with geography.
A much higher percentage of students from Warsaw see themselves as teachers, and women dominate in this group.
Regardless of the views on their own capabilities of practicing the profession of a teacher, a significant majority of respondents in both groups expressed willingness to obtain teaching credentials.
Students in Kielce declared a willingness to obtain other certifications much more frequently, while students from Warsaw were, on the whole, undecided. The necessary certification to practice such professions as guides, tour guides as well as the operation of above-ground geodetic devices were mentioned most frequently.
This analysis allows us to conclude that the majority of the students who take up geography at degree level expect to become prepared to practice a certain profession. These expectations are higher in case of the students from Kielce (a regional university centre) than those from Warsaw (a national university centre).
The results presented concern students in a national and a regional university centre in Poland. Geography programmes at degree level are also conducted in other centres, sometimes with a long history and it would be very interesting to investigate students' attitudes in these places.
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